Activity Reporti 15
IGS Activity updatefrom 16" May 2026to 31t August 2026

Had opportunity to attend theint webinarserieson Regional Collaboration for
Geotechnical Excellence organized by Geotechnical and Materials Engineering
Committee(GEO-SOE) and Nepal Geotechnical Society on 31st May 2026. It
was a privilege to offer short remarks during this valuable dvosger session
between UAE and Nepal Geotechnical experts.

Joint Webinar Series
Regional Collaboration for
Geotechnical Excellence

Presenters:

(N e
A -
\y‘

= .

Cw LAr

31 May, 2026, Sunday 1239 - 21:90 (NPT)

1745 - 19:18 (GST)




Had opportunityto attendSATVA 20261 Symposiunon Advancedlechnologies
andVisionaryApproaches foSustainability organizedby the Indian Roadsnd
StreetManagemen({IRSM), IGS PalakkadChapterandIEI PalakkadChapterin
associatiorwith IIT Palakkadpn 4™ June2026atlIT PalakkadThesymposium
was conducted under the t heme APaven
MaterialstoMa i n t e bregingtegetleracademicianggesearchersndustry
experts, and professional bodies to deliberatenmovative and sustainable
approaches in infrastructudevelopmentl had theprivilege of representing the
IndianGeotechnicabociety(IGS) duringtheinauguralsessioranddeliveringan
address on behalf of the Society. The event highlighted the iampertof
interdisciplinary  collaboration among academic institutions, industry
stakeholders, and professional organizations in advancing sustainable
engineeringpracticesTheinauguralsessiorfeaturedaddresseby distinguished
dignitaries, including Prof. Seshadri Sekhar, Director, [IT Palakkad, Mr. G.
Parasuraman, Managing Director, IRSM, Dr. Arvind Ajoy, DéalCSR, IIT
Palakkad, Er. S. Jayakrishnan, Chairman, IEI Palghat Local Centre, Prof. B.V.S
Viswanatham, IIT Bomaby and other eming@etsonalities from academia and
industry. An important milestone of the event was the exchange of a
Memorandunof UnderstandingMoU) betweendRSM and|IT Palakkadaimed

at strengthening industrgcademia partnerships. SATVA 2026 served as an
excellent platform for meaningful discussions on emerging technologies,
sustainable materials, maintenance strategies, and-fetalg solutions for the
transportation sectoSuch initiatives reinforce our collective responsibility to
develop resilient and environmentally conscious infrastructure for the benefit of
society.
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Had opportunity to attend the online lecture organized by ISSMGE Technical
Committee30171 Historic Sitesasthe Guestof Honouron 4" June2026in zoom
platform. The third | ecture in the In
of HeritageS i t featur@dProf. ClaudioMargottini, UNESCOChair,University

of Florence,ltaly, and Presidentof IAEG Italy, who deliveredan insightful




presentation on AEngineering Geol ogy
Protectiono. The |l ecture highlighted
geotechnical engineering preserving and protecting culturally and historically
significant heritage sites across the world.

Attended the ISSMGE Council Meeting held at the Austria Center, Vienna,
Austria, on 14 June 2026. During the meeginl had the honour of officially
assumingpffice asthe ISSMGEVice Presidentor Asiafor the2026 2030term,

marking the commencementteinure in this prestigious international leadership

role.
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During the 2% International Confemce on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical
Engineering (ICSMGE) held iWienna,Austria, the ISSMGERsian Committee
honoured Prof. Keh Jian Shou and Dr. Marc Ballouz in recognition of their
outstanding contributions to the growth and advancement of ISSMGEhwver
pastfour years Prof. KehJianShouwasrecognisedor hisexceptionaleadership

and dedicated service in strengthening ISSMGE activities across the Asian
region,while Dr. Marc Ballouzwashonouredor hisremarkableontributiongo
thedevelopmenandglobaloutreachof ISSMGE.Theircommitmentyision,and
tireless efforts have significantly enhanced international collaboration and the
geotechnical engineering community worldwide.

ThelndianGeotechnicaSociety(IGS) delegatiorhadthe privilege of honouring

Prof. Lyesse Laloui, the incoming President of ISSMGE, during thé 21
International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering
(ICSMGE). Prof. Laloui delivered his Presidential Address during the Closing
Ceremony marking the commencement of his tenure as President of the
International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering



(ISSMGE).Theoccasioralsowitnessedheformaltransitionof leadershigo the

newly elected ISSMGE Board féie forthcoming termA significant highlight

of the ceremony was the official handover of the ICSMGE hosting
responsibilities to the organizers of the next conference. The 22nd International
Conferencen Soil MechanicsaandGeotechnicaEngineeringICSMGE)will be

held in Shanghai, China, from Z®th November 2029, for continuing the
tradition of bringing together geotechnical professionals, researchers, and
industryleaderdrom aroundtheworld. Also happyto inform thatProf Jeari_ouis
Briaud, Rast President, ISSMGE delivered the prestigious Terzaghi Oration in
Vienna.ThelGS delegatiorextendsts warmcongratulationgindbestwishesto

Prof. Lyesse Laloui and the newly elected ISSMGE Board for a successful and

impactful term of leadership.
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The purchase formalities of new office space for IGS were successfully
completed on 22nd June 2026 and the keys to our new office premises at Office
No. 424, Prime Towers, OkhRhase |, New Delhi was formally handed over.
This marks anothersignificant milestonein the growth and evolution of the



Indian Geotechnical Society. While IGS has been operating from its existing
office premises, the rapid expansion of a@ugtivities, responsibilities, and
administrative requirements necessitated the acquisition of a larger and more
suitable office space. The new premises will provide enhanced facilities and
greater operational efficiency, enabling us to better serve ourbersnmand
support the Societyods future initiatdi
collectivevision,commitmentanddedicatecffortsof manyindividuals.l would

like to place on record my sincere appreciation to Dr. A.P Singh, Honorary
Secretary& Convener, Infrastructure Development Committee, Er. Ravi Kiran
Vaidya, Convener Finance CommitteBr. Abhay Guptaand Shri. Sanjay
Arora, Executive Secretary for their sincere efforts, meticulous planning and
dedication for this achievement. Also, would like to tharlknr@mbers of the
Infrastructure Development Committee, Finance Committee and the National
Executive Committee (NEC) for their invaluable guidance, careful planning,
and unwaveringsupport throughout this process.Their efforts have been
instrumental intransforming this longenvisioned objective into reality. | also
extend my heartfelt gratitude to the entire IGS fraternity. The continued trust,
encouragemengndsupportof our memberdhaveplayeda vital role in enabling

the Society to achieve this iogant milestone.




Had opportunity to attend the™@3Deep Foundations and Underground
Infrastructure MENAConference (DFUI 2026)n the invitation of the ISSMGE
Member Society, GEGOE, UAE, held on 224" June 2026 in Le Méridien
DubaiHotel & Conference&entre Dubai,UAE. This conferencenarkedmy first
international assignment after assuming charge as Vice President (Asia),
ISSMGE (2026 2030). Building on the success of its previous editions, DFUI
2026 brought together leading regional and international experts to discuss the
latest advancements and challenges in deep foundations, underground
infrastructure, and ground engineerittgvas a privilege to represettie Indian
Geotechnical Society (IG@)nd the Asian region at this prestigious international
event The conference provided an excellent opportunity to interact \wthab



experts, strengthen professional collaborations, and explore emerging trends that
will contribute to the advancement of geotechnical engineering practice. | look
forwardto leveragingheseanternationaengagement® furtherstrengthemn GS 6 s
global presence and foster greater technical collaboration across Asian

Geotechnical Societybdébs and beyond.
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Attendedthecelebratiorof achievemendf ISSMGEoutstandingnembeisociety
award20260organizedby NepalGeotechnicaBocietyon 12" July 2026in Zoom
platform.
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Nepal Geotechnical Society (NGS)
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Sunday, 12 July 2026 (28th Asar 2083) gj‘—»

Netra Prakash Bhandary

Universal Engineering and Science College
Lalitpur, Nepal



CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENT:
ISSMGE Outstanding Member Society Award 2026

Sunday, 12 July 2026 (28th Asar 2083)

Universal Engineering and Science College
Lalitpur, Nepal

Attendedthe online boardmeetingof ISSMGEon 13" July 2026.
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Had the privilege of attending the International Conference on Tenets for
Geosystem Surety (TGS 2026), organized by the Department of Civil
Engineering, [ISc Bengaluru, onillB July 2026 at the J. N. Tafaditorium,

[ISc. The conference was organized honour the exemplary career and
superannuation of Prof. T. G. Sitharam, whose remarkable contributions to
geotechnicagngineeringacademiandadministratiornaveinspiredgenerations



of engineers and researchdrge conference served as an excellent platform for
knowledge sharing, technical deliberations and professional networking with
leading academicians and geotechnical experts. | sincerely appreciate the
Organising Committee for meticulously planning this mern@ravent. | wish

all the very best for Prof. T. G. Sitharam in his next innings of life. Special
appreciatiorio Prof. AnbazhaganConvenerfor hisexemplarycoordinationand

to Prof. S. K. Prasad, Prof H N Ramesh, Prof. Raghuveer Rao, Dr. C. R.
Parthaarathy and the entire organising team for their tireless efforts in making
TGS2026agrandsuccessndafitting tributeto theillustriouscareerof Prof.T.

G. Sitharam.
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The 24T Executive Committee Meeting of tHadian Geotechnical Society
(IGS) was held on ¥8July 2026 at the Conference Hall, Lavender Premier,
BengaluruThankyou, Prof. MadhaviLatha,Prof. RaghuveerProf. H.N Ramesh

Sir, Prof. S.K Prasad Sir, Dr. C.R ParthasarathyABiha M Nair and the eine

team members for the meticulous planning, excellent arrangements and
wonderful hospitality for our EC Meeting. | would also like to express my
heartfelt gratitude to all the Organizing Committee members for the thoughtful
surpriseof arranginga cakecuttingceremonyto celebratehesucces election

for Vice PresideritAsia, ISSMGE. Thank you once again to the IGS Bengaluru
Chapter and all my esteemed Executive Committee colleagues for your
unwavering support, camaraderie, and commitmestramgthening IGS. | look
forwardto workingtogetheaswe continueto takeour Societyto greateiheights.




Visited Indore on 19 July 2026 to review the preparations for the" 12
International Symposiuran Field Monitoring inGeomechanics (ISFM@&026),
scheduled to be held fromi 80 August 2026. During the visit, detailed
discussions were held with the Organising Committee on the technical
programmelogistics,internationalparticipation,andoveralleventmanagement.
After careful deliberationsit wasdecidedo shift thesymposiunvenuefrom lIT

Indore to Radisson Blu Hotel, Indore, in order to provide enhanced conference
facilitiesandamoreconvenienexperiencdor thedelegatesl. ampleasedo note

that the IGS Indor€hapterand the Organising Committéavemade excellent
progress, and the preparations are in full swing. | sincerely appreciate the
dedicationhardwork, andcommitmenif theentireorganisingeamin ensuring



thateveryaspecbf thesymposiunmeetdnternationalktandards.
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Had the privilege of attending the Pakistan Geotechnical Engineering Society
(PGES)Final YearDesignProjectPresentatio2026,heldvirtually via Zoomon

22 July 2026.Representinghe Indian GeotechnicaSociety(IGS) andISSMGE,
addressed the gathering and delivered the felicitation, congratulating the
organizers, faculty members, and participating students for their outstanding
efforts and innovatie project presentations. The event provided an excellent
platform for showcasing the talent and technical capabilities of future
geotechnicaéngineersvhile strengtheningcademi@ndprofessionatieswithin
theinternationalgeotechnicatcommunity.
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Attended the AGSSACGE Colombo 2026 coordinatiomeeting held on'3
August 2026 via the Zoom platform. Representatives from all five AGSSA
member societies participated in the meeting. Discussions focused on
strengthening the participation of AGSSA member societies in ICGE Colombo
2026 and finalizing tla special discounted registration rates to be offered to
delegates from AGSSA member nations.
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The inaugural ceremony of the"Lihternational Symposium on Field Monitoring

in Geomechanics (ISFMG 2026) was successfully held on 6 August 2026 at
Terzaghi Hall, Radisson Blu Hotel, Indore. Organised under the aegis of ISSMGE
TC220 in association witthe Indian Geotechnical Society (IGS), and hosted by
[IT Indore and the IGS Indore Chapter, the symposium has brought together
geotechnical professionals, researchers, and industry experts from around the
wor | d. The symposi um wa si TulshnRam Silawad, t e d
Minister for Water Resources, Government of Madhya Pradesh. The inaugural
session featured welcome remarks by Prof. Neelima Satyam and addresses by Dr.
Anil Joseph, President, IGS & Vice President (Asia), ISSMGE, Dr. Marwan
Alzaylaie,Dr. Andrew Ridley, Dr. Paul Burton and Dr A P Singh highlighting the
importance of global collaboration in advancing field monitoring in geotechnical
engineering. The ceremony concluded with the inauguration of the Technical
Exhibition, showcasing the lae geotechnical instrumentation and monitoring
technologies.Congratulations to the Organising Committee, IIT Indore, IGS
Indore Chapter, led by Prof Neelima Satyam and all those who aaettilto the
successful condudf ISFMG 2026.
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Had the privilege of attending thé 4nternational Conference on Geotechnical
Engineering (ICGEColombo 2026), held in Colombo, Sri Lanka, oni 23
August2026. Organised by the Sri Lankan Geotechnical Society (SLGS) under the
I nspiring theme fAResilient Geotechnic
was particularly special as it marked the"4@nniversary of SLGS. It was
heartening to see more thadf delegates from India actively participating in this
important regional gathering. Representing India, | had the honour of delivering a



